MSc. Maria José Merino / Active Member

Coordinator of the Educational Program of the GECM, INBIOSUR, Universidad Nacional de |Sur—
CONICET. Besides beingateacher of Natural Sciences in secondary schools, since the year 2000 she has
been developing activities of community participation and education forthe conservation with children
inrural schoolsinthe high Andeszone andin the Patagonian Steppe of Argentina. She spenttheseyears
with a mix of laughter, murmurs, hugs, local aromas, lots of humor, like the circus with which we
approach schools, and above all a lot of passion, which hasled herto share experiences, information
and games about the Andean cat, herenvironmentand its conservation to children and adults from
numerous remote locations.



